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softwarePrevalence and risk factors for hepatitis
C virus infection among transfusion recipients in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. To determine the
prevalence and risk factors of hepatitis C virus
(HCV) infection among transfusion recipients in
Malaysia, we studied the relationship between the
prevalence of anti-HCV antibodies and blood
donation, serologic test results and demographic
data from 2000 to 2004. Prevalence rates of anti-
HCV antibodies were 10.6% (95% CI:
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9.5-11.8%), 25.2% (95% CI: 23.6-26.8%), 30.3%
(95% CI: 28.7-31.9%), and 33.8% (95% CI:
32.2-35.4%) among new blood donors, repeat
donors, regular donors and deferred donors,
respectively. Compared to new blood donors,
repeat donors had significantly higher prevalence
rates of anti-HCV antibodies (21.8% vs. 11.3%, P
The use of chitosan-based hydrogels as delivery
systems of functional peptides. The great
biocompatibility and the intrinsic biodegradability
of chitosan make it a suitable base for the
development of bioactive matrices, whose
therapeutic and diagnostic properties can be
exploited for human applications. Chitosan-based
hydrogels for oral and/or injectable
administration of active substances can be
prepared by various methods, among which
chemical crosslinking stands out. In this study, we
evaluated the possibility to prepare chitosan-based
gels by ionotropic gelation with tripolyphosphate.
The obtained chitosan-based hydrogels were
characterized by rheological, swelling and
microstructure analyses. Chitosan-based gels were
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